
He lost his job in 1832. 
He was defeated for 
the legislature in 1832. 
He failed in business in 
1833. He was elected to 
the legislature in 1834, 
but he lost his fiancée to 
death in 1835. He had 
a break-down in 1836. 
There were no hospitals 
then and no treatment. 
He was defeated for 
speaker in 1836. Then he 
was defeated for his bid 
for Congress in 1843. He 
was elected to Congress 
in 1846, but then lost 
the nomination bid for 
Congress in 1848. He was 
rejected for land officer 
in 1849. He was defeated 
for Senate in 1854. He 
lost the nomination for 
the Vice-Presidency 
in 1856, and was again 
defeated for the Senate 
in 1858. But in 1860, he 
was elected President of 
the United States. They 
did not call him “mentally 
ill,” they called him “Mr. 
President.” …Abraham 
Lincoln’s life illustrates 
persistence and faith… 
it is the story of a person 
whose sense of purpose 
helped him to overcome 
many obstacles in his way. 
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